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Objectives of the Course:  

The paper introduces major concepts, perspectives and theories of political sociology with a special 

focus on recent debates and deliberations in the discipline in South Asia like ethnicity, nation-building 

and citizenship.  

UNIT I   Basic Concepts 

Interrelationship between polity and society; Political socialization; Political 

culture; Political efficacy; Political Modernization; Elites and leaders; factions; 

Interest groups; Civil society 

UNIT II   Theories of Political Sociology 

Classical – Durkheim, Max Weber, Karl Marx                                                                                                                     

Elitist– Mosca, Pareto, Mitchels, Mills                                                                                           

Pluralist – Tocqueville & Dahl  

UNIT III  Political Parties and Political processes in India: 

Political Parties: Types, characteristics, social composition and recruitment; 

participation, Interest aggregation; mobilization and articulation; Voting Behaviour; 

Coalition politics 

Role of social milieu in Indian polity 

UNIT IV  Ethnicity and Nation-building in South-Asia 

Citizenship, ethnicity and Nation-building in South Asia; Role of Mass-media and ICT in 

polity; Policy analysis 
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